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In IITs, qualifying score goes down so that ST student count 

can go up 

http://timesofindia.indiatimes.com/home/education/entrance-exams/In-IITs-qualifying-score-goes-down-so-that-ST-

student-count-can-go-up/articleshow/47651315.cms 

MUMBAI: A shortfall in the count of scheduled tribe students has forced the Indian Institutes of Technology to re-

engineer the qualifying score to join the tech colleges. 

 

The aggregate marks are down from 177 (35%) to 124 or 24.5% of 504. Similarly, the cut-offs for each subject have been 

revised from 10% to 7%. 

 

Downsizing of qualifying marks has taken place across the board. The minimum percentage of marks in each subject is 

6.30 for OBC students and 3.5 for SC/ST candidates. 

 

For the first time, ever since the Joint Entrance Exam has been redesigned as a two-tier qualifying test, the minimum 

cut-off score has been reduced by 30 per cent. Only those students who score the minimum required marks for both 

aggregate cut-off list and subject wise cut-off will make it to the rank list. 

 

With this revision, the IITs have now managed to push in a few more ST candidates than the total seats reserved for 

them, thus working to ensure that not many slots go unfilled. 

 

" There weren't enough ST students who had qualified. Although we now have more ST students than the seats, not 

everyone may take admission. They may not be happy with the IIT or the stream allotted. But we surely now have 

enough ST candidates who have qualified this year," said a JEE chairman. 

 

On June 3, the tech schools had declared a higher cut-off. But on Friday evening, they had a change of heart and the 

downgrade took place after compiling the performance of all candidates. Authorities realized that there weren't as many 

students who made the cut. There are 10,006 seats across the IITs this year; there are 750 seats for ST candidates. 

 

"We have revised the marks based on the performance of all those who took the JEE (advanced)," said the organizing 

chairman of JEE 2015. Last week, the IITs had uploaded the scanned copies of the ORS answer booklet and 150 

candidates had challenged their scores. On Saturday, the IITs will upload the fresh scores, before declaring the result on 

June 25. 
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IIT temporary campus to open on August 3 

Land being acquired for permanent campus 

http://www.thehindu.com/news/national/kerala/iit-temporary-campus-to-open-on-august-3/article7311825.ece 

The proposed Indian Institute of Technology (IIT) here will start functioning from its temporary campus at 

Kozhipara, near Walayar, from August 3. 

Talking to The Hindu , M.B. Rajesh, MP, said IIT authorities informed him that classes would begin on August 

3. 

The date of formal inauguration of the temporary campus would be fixed on the convenience of Union Minister 

Smriti Irani. 

Officials of IIT Madras, which has administrative control over the new IIT, have signed a memorandum of 

understanding (MoU) with the Walayar-based Ahalya Group of Educational Institutions for providing its 

buildings for the temporary campus. 

Meanwhile, land acquisition for the permanent campus of the IIT at Pudussery West is almost complete. 

Mr. Rajesh said it was the enthusiasm and cooperation of the local community that led to the early launch of the 

IIT. The IITs allotted to Jammu and Kashmir, Punjab, and Chhattisgarh are yet to start functioning, he said. 

He said IIT officials were satisfied with the facilities arranged for the temporary campus in Palakkad. 

Officials of the Ahalya group confirmed that the work on the temporary campus was over. All facilities sought 

by the IIT authorities had been arranged. 

In the beginning, classrooms and accommodation for 120 students would be arranged on the temporary campus. 

A men’s hostel with 53 rooms and a women’s hostel with 73 rooms had already been completed. The Ahalya 

group would supervise the mess, housekeeping, and security aspects of the hostels. 

Thirteen quarters for the teaching staff had also been arranged at Kozhipara. 

The classrooms had been arranged in a 55,000 sq ft building. Lift facilities had also been arranged. There would 

be 120 seats in the mechanical, civil, electrical, and computer streams. 
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UGC asked to Notify Rules on PhD in Open Universities by 

HRD Ministry  

http://www.jagranjosh.com/articles/ugc-asked-to-notify-rules-on-phd-in-open-universities-by-hrd-ministry-

1434101047-1 

The University Grants Commission (UGC) has amended its regulations to allow open universities to conduct 

MPhil/PhD programmes four years back but due to having no notification of the same, the amendment has not 

been put into effect. 

The Ministry has seemed to take sudden action in the light that India Gandhi National Open University 

(IGNOU) has already amended its ordinance regarding the same. IGNOU has already got the Visitors approval 

for the amendment, but there is an issue with HRD ministry to forward it, as UGC has till date not notified the 

changes in the regulation. According to a senior IGNOU official, “The IGNOU ordinance fulfills all the 

stipulations made in the UGC regulations.” Due to the delay in notification the admissions has been delayed and 

there could not be any MPhil/PhD admission done during the January and July sessions. 

If UGC notifies its regulation soon, there would be other open universities that would profit from it. The 

IGNOU official further added, “There is a need to bolster research in the country.” According to Professor 

Satyakam, who is the PhD coordinator for Hindi at IGNOU said that the PhD of IGNOU is one of the best 

degrees in India which can be compared with the best universities of India and abroad. 

UGC had amended its UGC Regulations, 2009 way back in July 2011 in their 479th meeting. In the meeting it 

was decided to allow open universities to conduct MPhil/PhD programmes as per the provisions of the 

regulations. Along with this it was also decided that an 11-point criteria would be projected by the standing 

committee on MPhil/PhD regulations, 2009 which would be circulated to all the institutions of higher education 

through the official UGC website. 
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As AIIMS goes to Jammu too, Kashmir raises pitch for IIM, 

IIT 

http://www.greaterkashmir.com/news/kashmir/as-aiims-goes-to-jammu-too-kashmir-raises-pitch-for-iim-iit/189130.html 

PDP MP urges separatists, trade bodies, mainstream leaders to seek management, engineering institutes for the Valley 

The Government of India’s reported nod to establishment of All India Institute of Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in 

Jammu as well has spurred demand for setting up of the Indian Institute of Management (IIM) and the Indian 

Institute of Technology (IIT) in Kashmir. 

On Thursday, a senior BJP minister said Government of India has agreed to sanction AIIMS for Jammu also 

and a decision in this regard would be announced soon. 

While AIIMS was earlier announced by New Delhi for Kashmir during the Union Budget, the top management 

and engineering institutes were sanctioned for Jammu. However, sporadic protests in Jammu over the demand 

for AIIMS to be established there first ultimately saw New Delhi agreeing to sanction the premier tertiary health 

care institute for the region too. 

Criticizing the state and Government of India, Kashmir civil society said handling of the AIIMS row by New 

Delhi showed “there are forces bent upon furthering division between the two regions.” 

“We consider J&K as one entity. But under tacit support from forces in New Delhi, there is a move to divide the 

state,” said civil society member, ShakeelQalander, speaking in the backdrop of sanctioning of AIIMS for 

Jammu too. 

He said now that Jammu has got the AIIMS, IIT and IIM, the “real issue” is where these institutions will come 

up in the region. 

“The Chenab Valley and Pirpanjal Range in Jammu have been facing decades of deprivation on economic and 

development front. We will see whether they will get benefitted this time or everything that has been announced 

for Jammu will go to two and a half districts there,” said Qalander. 

In its ‘Agenda of Alliance’—the guiding framework for governance for the PDP-BJP coalition—it is stressed 

that the government would work for reconciliation between different regions of the state and create environment 

for all-round development of J&K and prosperity of its people. 

However, Kashmir’s top trade body—Kashmir Economic Alliance (KEA)—believes Kashmir “continues to 

face discrimination at the hands of State and Government of India.” 

“The discrimination is evident. People in flood-hit Kashmir have been demanding compensation for the past 

eight months but nobody is bothered about it. In Jammu, sporadic protests over AIIMS force the Government of 

India to agree to the demand,” said Chairman KEA, Muhammad Yasin Khan. 

He said people in Kashmir would be dealt with iron fist in case they raise the demand for IIT and IIM. “We will 

be labeled and crushed,” he said.    

Senior Peoples Democratic Party leader and MP Tariq Hamid Karra said New Delhi “should not discriminate 

with Kashmir”. 

http://www.greaterkashmir.com/news/kashmir/as-aiims-goes-to-jammu-too-kashmir-raises-pitch-for-iim-iit/189130.html
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“If Jammu deserves AIIMS, give them. But Kashmir also deserves IIM and IIT. Why deny Kashmir its rights. 

Why discrimination and injustice with Kashmir?” he asked. 

However, Karra said he was disappointed over “insensitivity” in Kashmir towards the matter. 

“It is unfortunate that we in Kashmir are insensitive and don’t come forward on such occasions,” said Karra, 

asking mainstream and separatist parties, trade bodies and civil society to unite and seek IIT and IIM for 

Kashmir. 

BJP spokesman Khalid Jahangir too supported the demand for IIT and IIM for Kashmir. 

“Kashmir too should be given IIT and IIM so that people in the Valley get better opportunities to pursue their 

careers,” he said. “This shouldn’t be seen as a move to ensure equitable development for all regions. Our aim is 

prosperity and development of all the three regions of the state.” 

Opposition National Conference said the Government was “creating regional animosity” by its contradictory 

stands on different issues. 

“We welcome AIIMS for both Kashmir and Jammu. But why should there be a different yardstick when it 

comes to setting up of IIT and IIM. If you apply one yardstick for AIIMS, same yardstick should be applied for 

IIT and IIM,” said National Conference spokesperson Juniad Azim Mattu. 

 

 

  


